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The Energy and Resources Institute

Green Olympiad:
India’s first
Environment Education
Olympiad for schools

TERI (The Energy and Resources Institute)

is actively engaged in a number of research

and awareness-generation activities in the

fields of environment, energy, education, and
communication. As an institute, it has also
dedicated itself to the task of developing
informed citizens by targetting children, as they
are important stakeholders, holding the key to the
future decision-making processes.

Since 1999, TERI has been conducting an
environment education examination and a quiz
programme called GREEN Olympiad and
TERRAQUIZ. GREEN Olympiad is held both in Hindi
and English, and is open for the students of
classes Bto 10.

The 13-episode mega-quiz ‘TERRAQUIZ’ is the
first environment quiz broadcast on a national
platform—Doordarshan’s National Network and
now on National Geographic Channel. For further
details about the project, visit our web site
<www.teriin.org/olympiad>.

For more details contact

TERI

Environment Education and Youth Services
Darbari Seth Block, IHC Complex

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003, India

Tel 2468 2100, 4150 4800

Fax 2468 2144, 2468 2145

E-mail go@terires.in

Web www.teriin.org/olympiad
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The GREEN Olympiad » 2011

Answer the following questions
after carefully reading the instructions
‘on page one.
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a)
b)
c)

a)

<)
d)

a)
b)

<)

b)
<}
d)

a)
b)
c)
d)

2)
b)
c)
Y

What is the human impact on environment
known as?

Anthropogeny

Anthropomorphism

Anthropization

Anthropogenic

The symbictic relationship between the crocodile
and the Egyptian Plover bird, where the bird is
allowed to sit inside the jaw of the crocodile, is an
example of which kind of symbiotic relationship?
Parasitism

Murualism

Commensalism

Amensalism

Nzme the most common process by which
nitrogen is rmade available to plants.
Photosynthesis

Breakdown of water

Bacterial actien

Lightening

What is the original source of energy made
available to all lifecycles on land?
Sun

- Soil

Plants
Water

What arc salti-tolerant forest ecosystems, found
mainly in tropical and sub-tropical inter-tidal
regions of the world, called?

Corals

Mangroves

Lagoon

None of the above

The Indian Antarctic Program, initiated in 1981,
is a multi-disciplinary programme controlled
by the National Centre for Antarctic and
Ocean Research, Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Government of India, Name the first manned
starion of India in Antarctica, which was
established to study the origin of conrinents,
climate change, mcteorology, and pollution.
Brahmos

Maitri

Dakshin Gangotri

Bhararhi
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7.
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11.

a)
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12,

a}
b)
c
d)

The international public transport committec
defines it as “a flexible, rubber-tired form of rapid
transit that combines stations, vehicles, services,
running ways, and [intelligent transportation
systems] elements into an integrared system with
strong identity”. Whar are we ralking about?
Tramway

Bus Rapid Transit

Expressway

Subway

Lcad is one of the most poisonous elements
found in drinking water, which affects the
nervous system. What is the maximum limir of
lead permissible according to the World Health
QOrganization (WHO)?

10 microgram per litre

15 microgram per litre

20 microgram per litre

5 microgram per litre

St Martin’s Island includes a cluster of islands.
The island and its unique biodiversity face
serious threat due to recent human interventions,
especially increasing tourism. In which country is
this island located?

Maldives

Seychelles

India

Bangladesh

The Society of the Plastics Industry {(SPI} Resin
Identification Coding System is a set of symbols
placed on plastics. What is the primary purpose of
these codes?

To identify the polymer type for recycling

To determine the number of times the plastic was
recycled

To determine the number of times the plastic can
be recycled

To determine the toughness of the plastic

In which year did the Kyoto Protocol came into
force?

2001

2005

2004

2002

Which country, the world’s 15th biggest economy,
is perilously low on water?

South Africa

Chile

Germany

Australia
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17.

a)
b)
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18.

a)
b)
€)
s)

Starring Jane Fonda as the determined TV
journalist and Jack Lemmon as an earnest
whistleblower, this movie tells the fictional siory
of a reporter who stumbies on a cover-up of safery
hazards at a nuclear power plant. Which movic are
we referring to?

The China Syndrome

A Civil Action

Stlkwood

Chinatown

Based on a novel by Carl Hiaasen, this movie
centres on the lives of three kids who atrempt to
save a local population of endangered burrowing
owls, facing down crooked politicians, land
developers, and bumbling cops. Name the mowvie,
The Day After Tontorrow

Ouer the Hedge

Hoor

Winged Migration

Dust Bowl was the period of severe dust storms
that caused major ceological and agricultural
damage to American and Canadian prairie lands.
What is this period called?

Dirty twenties

Dirty thirties

Dirty fortics

Dhirty fiftics

Which of the following was the first
environmental law introduced in India in the
post-independence period? '
Air Act

Environment Prorection Act

Biodiversity Act

Water Act

Which terrestrial ecosystemn is dominated by
herbs and shrubs, and maintained by fire, grazing,
drought, and/or freezing temperaturcs?

Cropland

Temperate grasslands

Taiga

Mountainouns

Which of the following is the joint mission of
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), European Space Agency (ESA), and
Tialian Space Agency (ISA) to sindy the planet
Saturn, its largest moon Titan, and other icy
moons?

Cassini-Huygens

Discovery

Endeavour

Voyager
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29,

a}
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d)

30,

Y
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d)

31,

a)
b)
c)
d)

33,

a)
b)
<)
d)

34,

a)
b}
c)
d)

The ozone layer {discovered by the French
physicists Charles Fabry and Henri Buisson) is

a layer in the Earth’s atmosphere, which absorbs
93%-99% of the sun’s high frequency ultraviolet
light, which is potentially damaging the life on
earth. When was it discovered?

1913

1319

1927

1792

A subsidiary body with the main objective

to promote management, conservarion, and
sustainable development of all types of forests and
to strengthen long-term political commitment
was established in October 2000, based on the
Rio Declaration. Name this organization.
Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations

United Nadions Forum on Forests
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests
Intergoverninental Forum on Forests

The Amazon rainforests are also known as
Amazonia or the Amazon jungle. This region
includes territory belonging to how many nations?
Nine

Six

Two

Four

The Vedanta Group had entered into an agreement
with the state-owned Orissa Mining Corporation
for mining bausite in Niyamgiri hills. The hills
were revered by the local tribal population. Name
the rwo tribes native to this area?

Kutia Kondh and Dongria Kondh

Abhor and Aks

Bhils and Bhilala

Deori and Dhondia

When is World Forestry Day celebrared?
21 March

22 March

23 March

29 April

The name of this nation comes from a timber tree.
It is believed, that in Portuguese, the traditional
word used for this pation means “red like ember”,
In the Guarani language, an official language of
Paraguay, this natiop is “Pindorama”. This was
the name the natives gave to the region, meaning
“land of the palm trees”, Identify this country.

Brazil
Cuba
Cambodia
France
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36.

a)
b)
<)
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37.

a})
b)
C)
d)

38.

a)
b)
c)
)

39,

a)
b)
<)
d)

The Narmada Bachao Andolan is a social
movement consisting of tribal people, adivasis,
farmers, environmentalists, and human rights
activists against a dam being built across the
Narmada river in Gujarat, India. This dam is the
largest parc of the Narmada valley project. Name
this dam?

Sardar Sarovar Dam

Bhakra Nangal Dain

Tehri Dam

Nagarjuna Sagar dam

Name the international stecl company that has
recently been granted permission to seL up a plant
in QOrissa after a lot of opposition from the locals
and NGOs.

Vedanta

Arcelor Mirral

POSCO

Tata Steel

Pollution from applicarion of explosives is
known to enter air, soil, and water, One example
is cyclonite, a toxic substance that may cause
cancer. What is the common name for this
explosive?

LPG

RDX

CNG

Petrol

At what time in human history is i1 believed
that human activities started adding a lot of
greenhouse gases to the environment?

Tce age

Great Depression

Mesozoic Era

Industrial Revolution

Japanese authorities have raiscd the severity
rating of their nuclear crisis to the highest
level, previously only applied to the 1986
Chernoby! disaster, where 10 times as much
radiation was emitted. What is the highest
numerical rating given to a nuclear event

to classify and report events to the world at
large?

10

20

8

7

35.
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a)
b)
c}
D

46,

a)
b)
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d)

47.
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b)
c}
4

48.

a)
b)
<)
4

49,

a)
b)
<)
d)

50.

<)

d}

e

Which is the largest flower in the world?
Rafflesia

Amorphophallus

Stapelia

Hydnora

The word “biodiversity” is 2 combination of
which two words?

Biomass and diversity

Biosphere and diversity

Biome and diversity

Biology and diversity

Which key person engaged in the promotion of
sustainable development and biodiversity issued
the following quotation—“The library of life is
burning and we don’t even know the titles of the
books™?

Jacques Chirac

Gro Harlem Brundtland

Fredrik Reinfeldt

Tony Blair

Which creature featured on the logo for
Intcrnational Year of Biodiversirty 20102
The greater flamingo

A bison

A whale

A riger

Which of the following article of the Indian
Constitution establishes environmental protection
as the Fundamental Duty of every Indian?

379

48 A

51 A

32

Mrs Gro Harlem Brundtland chaired the World
Comrnission on Environment and Development,
which popularized the naotion of sustainable
development. She was the Prime Minister of
which country?

Denmark

Norway

France

Norway

What does the term “Agenda 217, in the context
of sustainable development refer to?

An electronic diary, which operates using solar
energy

The organization of a sustainable development
policy for your company or local aurhoriry in just
21 days

A series of actions in the susiainable development
field planned for the 21st cenrury

Rights to be given to an individual on attaining
the age of 21

®)

Ry
)

50,
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69.

a)
b)
<)
d)

70.

a)
b)
c)
d)

71.

a)

c)
d)

72.

a)
b)
c}
d)

73.

a)
b)
c)
d)

74,

a)

c)
d)

This fossil fuel is the cleanest burning fuel, The
chemical name of this fuel is Methane. It is
colourless and odourless. Identify the fossil fuel.
Nartural Gas

Solar Energy

Biomass

Geothermal

This portable source of heat energy is normally
stored under pressure in tanks and bottles. It is
also buried underground. Identify this source of
energy.

Propanc

Biomass

Petroleum

Solar energy

This source of energy can convert mechanical
energy directly into electrical energy with no cost
for the fuel. It is caused by uncven hearing of the
earrth’s surface. It produces noise poilution, but
no air pollution. Name this renewable source of
encrgy.

Solar energy

Wind

Hydropower

Petroleum

In 1972, a group of scicnrists at the

Massachuserts Institute of Technology produced a
highly influential report warning of environmental
catastrophe unless mankind did more to protect
the earth’s resources, Whart was the report called?
The Ends of the Earth

The Limits to Growth

The Need 10 Change

The Exhausted World

The US is the world’s largest cmitter of
greenhouse gases. Which country is the second
largest emitter?

India

China

Canada

Pakistan

The survival of which of the following animals is
in danger because of global warming.

Lizards

Polar beer

Cockroach

Elephants

&9,
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In which state of India was the first Para rubber
tree cultivation esrablished in the year 19027
Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu

Andhra Pradesh

Kerala

These trees are the world’s largest trees in terms
of total volume, Name the tree, which is the
sole living species and is naturally present in the
limited area of California?

Pygeum rtrees

Brazil nur trees

Eucalyptus

Giant Sequoias

Which of the following layers in forests exists only
in the tropical rain forest and is composed of a
few scattercd trees chat tower over the canopy.
Undershrub

Emergent layer

Understory

Upper storey

Name the river which flows through Colombo
and takes care of 80% of the city’s water supply?
Kelani

Kalu

Malvathu

Walawe Ganga

Whart is the term given to the technique that saves
water while maintaining trees and other plants in
the landscape?

Xeriscape

Greenscape

Eco-landscape

Watcrless landscaping

What is the term given to a gecographically
defined area in which a specific category of plant
life is capable of growing according to its ability
to withstand the minimum temperatures and
climatic conditions in the zonc?

Hardiness zone

Climatc zone

Growth zone

Geo-climate zone

What is meant by ccotone?

An ecosystem

A zone of an ccosystem without flora

An ecological study

Transition arca berween two adjacent, but
different patches of landscape

.conml
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This phenomenon occurs during dusty evenings
when a band of pinkish/brownish sky appears
between the sky and the horizon, What is the
name given to this phenomenon?

Mirage

Aurora

The Belt of Venus

None of the above

How much of India’s geographical area is under
forest and tree cover?

~22%

~32 %

~23%

~21%

Natural gas is transported mainly by
pipelines

trucks

barges

all three equally

Global warming focuses on an increase in the
level of which gas in the armosphere?

Ozone

Sulphur diexide

Carbon dioxide

Nitrous oxide

Solar, biomass, geothermal, wind, and
hydropower energy are all rencwable sources of
cnergy. They are called renewable because they
are clean and free to use

can be converted directly into heat and electricity
can be replenished by nature in a short period of
time

do not produce air poliution

Electricity is the movement of
atoms

molecules

electrons

neutrons
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